RESULTS
The animals which received iron ore alone (Group I) showed, on macroscopic examination of lungs, patchy congestion at early periods; subsequently it involved whole of the lobe at 30 days. However, at later periods focal areas of congestion were seen. In group II small dark-pink colored patches were encountered at early periods. There was, however, no significant lesion towards the termination of experiment. Iron ore and C. albicans, 180
days. Thickened interalveolar septa. Silver impregnation.
EXPERIMENTAL INFECTIVE PNEUMOCONIOSIS
There was hardly any progress of dust reaction till 120 days except that a few small focal dust collections also developed in the paravascular areas without any fibrotic reaction ( Fig. 1.) However, at the termination of experiment (180 days) the iron ore dust lay in the varying sized clumps in alveolar lumen with little fibroblastic reaction like an inert dust. Silver impregnation revealed occasional reticulin fibres in the area of dust deposition (Fig. 2) . The fibrotic reaction at the termination of experiment (180 days) was in the form of thickened interalveolar septa in the areas of dust deposition (Fig. 3) . How far soluble fraction of iron dust inhibited the growth of C. albicans or counteracted the fibrogenic factor(s) released by organism needs further work.
